
how Forbor would have used his bespoke book, as well as its relative level of expense.
Such a discussion has clear applications beyond both Forbor’s psalter and its contract.

From a teaching and learning perspective, however, this book is awkward. The
main problem is that each chapter engages with its manuscripts and texts in highly
specific and involved ways, making it difficult at times to follow Hanna’s treatment
without having knowledge of specific manuscripts themselves. Discussion is neces -
sarily intricate, but one of the book’s strengths and key aims—to explore an overlap -
ping set of book-historical problems—results in a highly discursive treatment which
can be difficult to follow. These are serious issues for an introductory text aimed at
graduate students; while no academic would wish for Hanna’s insights to be
‘dumbed down’, they could be presented in a more accessible manner, and one which
enables students to apply them more readily to manuscripts they themselves will be
studying. As it is, some sections are unwieldy: Chapter 2 on ‘Benjamin’ and Chapter
4 on copies of The Pricke of  Conscience, for example, address a relatively large num -
ber of manuscript witnesses in detail, and range across a number of other related
texts. Unless a student is working on these specific manuscripts or texts, it is difficult
to see how these chapters fulfil their ‘introductory’ function. The chapter on Forbor,
already outlined, as well as the final chapter on libraries are both more successful,
perhaps because Hanna is able to hang his analysis on evidence beyond codicology,
networks and scribal practices. 

There is a clear bias towards late medieval history in the book’s coverage, partly
due to the nature of the evidence, but it is none the less a pity not to see the eleventh
to thirteenth centuries addressed in the same way the earlier Beowulf material, and
especially the fourteenth-century manuscripts, have been. A period of cultural
change, initiated by the Norman Conquest, has been regretfully omitted here. In
terms of the volume’s own production, although the many inset blocks of text are
useful in separating much of the technical details of the manuscripts out from the
body of the discussion, colour, rather than black and white, images of manuscript
leaves would have enlivened the presentation. Tellingly, although there are indexes of
manuscripts and scholars cited, there is no subject index, a frustrating reflection of
the book’s discursivity and the reader’s consequent inability to pin down treatment
of key issues.

In spite of these criticisms, this volume is testament to Hanna’s erudition and
knowledge as a book-history scholar, and careful, repeated reading will repay the
reader with numerous insights into the key questions of book history and how to
‘do’ it. It is not, however, an introduction, and it will be difficult for students and
the growing number of those of us who teach book history to treat it as such.

Manchester Kathryn Dutton

The Stationers’ Company and the Printers of  London, 1501–1557. By Peter W. M.

Blayney. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 2013. 2 vols. (xxxvi + 1238 pp).
£150. isbn 978 1 107 13856 1. 

In 1994 peter blayney published an extensive review of the revised second edi -
tion of the Short-Title Catalogue of  English Books, 1475–1640 (‘The Numbers
Game: Appraising The Revised STC’, Papers of  the Bibliographical Society of
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America, 88 (1994), 353–407). Surely no one in the English-speaking world was more
qualified than he to tackle this monumental work of bibliographical scholarship,
and with characteristic attention to detail he provided readers with a careful analysis
of a work he termed at the close of his review ‘an established, indispensable, glorious
fact of life’ (p. 407). Equally characteristically, the bulk of his appraisal proceeded
from the observation, ‘While undeniably matchless [the revised STC] is by no means
flawless, and we cannot properly appreciate its strengths without also recognizing its
limitations and weaknesses’ (p. 354). Between those two statements, Blayney used his
decades of experience to compile an essential corrective resource that has aided
students and scholars ever since.

Now Blayney has focused his corrective powers on the early history of the
Stationers’ Company and written an exhaustive narrative covering the period from
‘the first year during which all books known to have been printed in England were
printed in London’ (p. xviii) to the Company’s incorporation. By his own admission,
work on the project began thirty years ago, and over that time he has closely exam -
ined nearly every archival document concerning anyone active in the book trades,
bibliographically analyzed thousands, perhaps tens of thousands of early printed
books, and carefully scrutinized decades of secondary scholarship. The resulting
two-volume study is illuminating, engrossing, overwhelming, at times maddening,
but never anything less than invaluable.

Much has taken place since Blayney began work on the project that gradually
evolved into The Stationers’ Company and the Printers of  London, most notably 
D. F. McKenzie’s 1985 Panizzi Lectures that sparked a transformation in Anglo-
American bibliographical study and the emergence of what is now called the History
of the Book. In his Preface Blayney makes it abundantly clear that his work is not
about texts or their sociology: ‘it is about printed books, and the people who manu -
factured, distributed, and retailed them in London’. In case anyone mistakes his
meaning, Blayney states clearly ‘if  bibliography is the study of the sociology of texts
then I am not now, and have never been, a bibliographer’—he is an historian (p. xvii).
His book’s twelve chapters and ten appendices powerfully demonstrate the veracity
of this sentiment. The early chapters each encompass eight to ten years, but as the
body of archival evidence grows, trade activities blossom, and rulers and religious
confessions change, the date ranges shrink while the page totals swell. Even at the
level of the chapter, though, the abundance of information Blayney has uncovered
threatens to swamp any simple narrative scheme, so he loosely organizes the epi -
sodes around a handful of main topics: the arrival of new printers along with
continued discussion of existing ones; the growth of non-printing publishers and the
evolution of copy protection; the import and provincial business; and the emergence
of various regulatory and administrative infrastructures to control the increasingly
important trade in printed books. 

Not all of the chapters deal with specific chronological ranges, however. Any
student of early printing should closely read the first, which focuses on the century
and a half of Company history before 1501. Bibliographical training at the graduate
level has all but disappeared, and as a result an entire generation of academics and
scholars have only the most rudimentary grasp of how the manufacture and sale of
books worked in late-medieval and early modern London. Blayney takes care to
explain the origins of the term ‘stationer’, the difference between scriveners and text -
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writers, between a mistery and a guild, the hierarchy of London companies, mobility
among trades (which constitutes a major thread of the history as Blayney again and
again presents the details of the many non-Stationer practitioners), and how the
well-known Act of 1484 exempted alien booksellers from additional restrictions but
did not grant them any new rights. When outlining the biography of William
Caxton, England’s first printer (and publisher), Blayney inserts a clear, concise,
three-page explanation of the four principle roles someone in the book trade could
play: publisher, printer, distributor, and bookseller. Those pursuing research in book
history (or contemplating a contribution to Wikipedia) would do well to double-
check this section and verify their working vocabulary.

While it covers a discrete chronological period, chapter 6, ‘1535–1541: A Septen -
nium of Bibles’, is really a brief excursion into a remarkable moment in scriptural
publication. Prior to 1535, ‘no English bibles were printed at all, and all six known
New Testaments were printed abroad’ (p. 343). This should come as no surprise
given the enthusiasm the state showed in pursuing and punishing Lollards. By the
mid-1530s, though, Henry had already initiated his split from Rome, and reformers
began pressing for new translations to serve the needs of the changing church. As a
result, for a brief seven-year period, thirteen complete bibles and thirty-three New
Testaments were published in English, until the dangerous heterodoxy they inspired
prompted Henry to clamp down once more. Among the editions published, the so-
called Great Bible stands out, not only for the proclamations requiring each parish
church to own one, but also for the sheer size of the project. Blayney estimates a
‘single untrimmed, unbound copy of the complete book consisted of more than a
quarter of a cubic foot of paper and weighed 11 pounds six ounces’, while an entire
run of 2,500 copies would have ‘amounted to nearly 26 cubic yards of paper . . . and
weighed over 12-1/2 long tons’ (p. 366). Great indeed!

The final two narrative chapters (the brief chapter 12, ‘Conclusion’, summarizes
the two volumes through the shifting role and place of printers within and without
the Company) explore the crucial four to five years leading up to incorporation, and
here Blayney splits the story in order to give some sense of order to a complex admix -
ture of people and events. Chapter 10 describes the ‘dismantling’ of the Edwardian
book trade under Mary, where, within months of her accession, over half of the
functioning presses were shut down, accompanied by a similarly harsh purge of
publishers, the cancellation of privileges and patents, and a series of proclamations
aimed at squashing the production and circulation of seditious books. Blayney
underscores the tremendous changes that took place in the book trade after Henry’s
death with a concluding statistical comparison between the reigns of Edward and
Mary. Here, and earlier (pp. 101–106), he gives a carefully crafted demonstration of
how responsible quantitative analysis proceeds: clear, unambiguous charts and
graphs; a thorough explanation of the limits and weaknesses of the data; and con -
clusions that never venture beyond what the evidence supports. Finally, chapter 11

looks at how the company functioned from its founding in 1403, its administrative
structure, and the people and events leading up to incorporation on 4 May 1557. As
he does throughout the book, Blayney fashions a corrective narrative to earlier
incorporation histories that complements the comprehensive detailing of archival
material.
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As one might expect with a study so thoroughly grounded in primary research, at
times the narrative bogs down in details; the ‘Printers and Stationers in the Records’
segments are especially vulnerable to this. Also, due to the overall structure of the
chapter sequence, individual biographies are broken into discrete spans and spread
over many sections. This does not mean that the lives of some early practitioners do
not spring off the page. The story of John Rastell and his family (one hopes the
emphasis fell on the first syllable of his surname so it rhymed with ‘rascal’) is one.
England’s first native-born printer after Caxton, Rastell was by training a lawyer,
and apparently an active one, for Blayney observes that ‘litigation seems to have been
not only his profession but also his hobby’ (p. 139). Along with discussing the widely
know facts of his life—marriage to Thomas More’s daughter, Newfoundland
expedi  tion—Blayney fills in many cracks and crevices with insightful details,
including surprising accounts of his daughter’s often-troubled career. At other times
a small anecdote will suddenly pop out and humanize someone we know only
through official documents. Deposed in an action in Consistory Court, Andrew
Hester described the courtship of his fellow Stationer James Holyland and Martha
Knight, relating evenings with ‘drynkyng and making mery together/ the said
martha very Loveingely and gentely vseing and entertayninge the said hollyland, and
he lykewyse vsing hym self towardes her agayne’. The affair culminated in a
betrothal, with both sides pledging ‘faith and trouth vnfaynedly’ (p. 711), and Knight
making a shirt that Holyland should not wear before their wedding day.
Unfortunately, we know all this because Holyland subsequently brought the above
action in which it appears another man ‘was being accused of alienation of affection
or Knight of breach of promise—or perhaps both’ (p. 711, note B).

Twenty years ago Blayney observed of the revised STC, ‘Few works of reference
can have received such a chorus of superlatives; even fewer can have so richly
deserved them’ (‘The Numbers Game’, p. 353). As reviews of his Stationers’
Company and the Printers of  London begin to appear, surely the same will be said
of Blayney’s crowning achievement. Beyond laying out with exquisite precision the
formative years of the London book trade, this history should also serve as an
essential reference work to be consulted for years to come. In the masterful narrative
lives of Stationers great and small, in the meticulous archival and quantitative
details, even in the smallest footnotes, scholars will find bountiful information and
insights to enrich their own labours. 

Tallahassee, Florida David L. Gants

Shakespeare and the Book Trade. By Lukas Erne. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press. 2013. xvi + 302 pp. £27.99. isbn 978 0 521 76566 4.

Throughout, this book is presented as a sibling to that of Lukas Erne’s 2003

book, Shakespeare as Literary Dramatist, of which a second edition, with a new
preface, was also published in 2013. The overall argument is that Shakespeare not
only wanted to write plays for the theatre, but that he actively worked to be read:
that he was partly responsible for the cultivation of his commoditization. This
coupling of volumes is something of a shame, for Erne’s most recent book can adopt
a defensive tone, which is used to refute, sometimes at great length, the few major
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